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7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The most viable approach to deterring coca production is not titling. This method
advocated by ILD does not consider that coca producers neither want nor need title, and that
they are not motivated by legal formality but by economic interest. Further, the ILD plan
does not properly account for: (1) titling and registration efforts already in place; (2) the
dynamic of land markets and coca production in the region; and (3) the complex role of
Sendero Luminoso.

A multifaceted economic approach (consisting at present of repression, eradication,
economic incentives, infrastructure, land titling, and efforts to curb demand) is probably still
the best way to deter illicit production. To achieve this goal, however, will take continued,
comprehensive, and expensive efforts. Among these should be a package of incentives for
the UHV. In the meantime, all the best attempts to discourage coca production might still fail
if demand continues to drive the economic situation toward maintaining supply.

As we work to diminish the supply and demand for coca, we should continue to
explore other options for combating the coca problem. The ILD titling notion, while an
ingenious and positive contribution, is not sufficient to deal with the complexity of the UHV.
Yet, debate should be encouraged as we struggle against the enemy in the drug war. To
succeed, further study and dedication will be needed, and solutions will not be easy.
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